
English: 

This term in Key Stage 3 pupils will be looking at 

language and texts from non-fiction origins. They will be 

looking for the deeper meaning in extracts taken from 

autobiographical sources and will have the opportunity to 

write their own biography about a role model they 

choose. We will be concentrating on retrieval skills and 

our interpretations of non-fiction texts. Our assessments 

will be based on the art of persuasion and structuring 

texts to interest the reader. 

In Year 10 we are travelling back through time to visit the 

Victorian and Gothic genre. We will be exploring 

language and vocabulary for effect and using 

this to create our own pieces of narrative/

descriptive writing. We will be studying the 

works of Literary Greats such as Shelley and 

Stoker and also visit the non-fiction world looking at bias 

in articles surrounding legendary creatures from the 20th 

and 21st centuries. 

In Year 11 pupils will make links between what each exam 

question is expecting of them. We will utilise our time to 

explore language in both Fiction and Non-Fiction texts and 

learn how to manage our time effectively in preparation 

for the summer. We will develop our skills using the theme 

of travel firstly to explore writers’ use of language and 

then to create our own travel writing using key skills from 

paper 2 of the qualification. 

Mathematics: 

Key stage 4 pupils will be preparing for Functional Skills 

Exams in February and GCSE Mock Exams in March. 

Topics this term include:  

Willow:  angles, triangles, scale factors and 

transformations, sequences and proportions, 

working with algebraic expressions. 

Ash:  angles and bearings, working with 

circles, ratio and percentages and interest and probability. 

Maple:  HCF and LCM, working with fractions, using 

percentages and exchange rates, working with angles in 

parallel lines, working with triangles and Pythagoras 

theorem.    

Key stage 3 topics include: 

Multiplication and division key skills including prime 

numbers, square and cube numbers and multiplying and 

dividing by 10.  

Understanding of equivalent fractions, improper fractions 

and mixed numbers. Forming algebraic expressions and 

solving equations involving brackets. 

Understanding the addition and 

subtraction law for indices. Understanding 

the equivalence of fractions, decimals and percentages 

and calculating percentage increase and decrease 

beginning to use decimal multipliers. 
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Animal care: 

This term students will be 

completing units for their 

portfolios, producing pieces of 

work related to animal 

accommodation and different 

types of 

bedding for a 

selection of 

small animals. 

Students will 

also learn to 

identify different feeds for a 

variety of animals.  We are 

also planning an offsite visit 

to put our learning into 

context.  

For additional information on 

our curriculum, please visit our 

website:  https://

www.nightingale.lawnswood.o

rg.uk/curriculum-overview  



Science 

In KS3 this term we will be looking at ‘Matter’. This involves 

investigating: 

· The particle model 

· States of matter 

· Melting and freezing 

· Boiling 

· More changes of state 

· Diffusion 

· Gas pressure 

· Inside particles 

In this unit we will be asking ourselves, ‘What are materials like 
inside?’ ‘What gives material its properties?’ and ‘How can we 
separate the components of a mixture?’ 

KS4 GCSE Biology, this term we will be studying Disease and 

Bioenergetics This includes: 

· Communicable diseases 

· Pathogens and disease 

· Preventing bacterial growth 

· Preventing infections 

· Viral diseases 

· Bacterial diseases 

We will also be looking at human defence responses and how we 

can keep ourselves well. 

Humanities:   

First, to introduce 

history this term, 

we are learning 

about medieval 

England.   

Then, after half 

term, we will change to geography and our 

topic is Savage Earth. 

Music:   

We’ll be looking at making beats and music with music software. 

ICT/Computing 

Key Stage 3 young people will learn about 

vector Graphics this term using Inkscape 

application.   Key Stage 4 young people 

will focus this term on gaining 

accreditation for their studies through AQA 

unit awards and Asdan challenges 

beginning with ‘Infrastructure’, for 

example, components of personal 

computers, local area networks and media/

storage devices.   

In conjunction with Asdan, all 

young people will also continue 

to follow the IDEA award 

program to learn more about keeping 

ourselves safe online.  https://idea.org.uk/

login  

ACE:   

“Community”: Sessions this 

term will look at identifying 

the communities we live, 

work and play in.  We will look at different 

aspects of being a member of a community 

and aim to boost our young people’s self-

awareness and thinking of others.  

Preparing 4 Adulthood: 

In order to prepare young people for post-

16 education, we continue to provide them 

with opportunities to expand their 

knowledge and experiences. After studying 

the local community, we will now embark 

on a journey to experience life 

abroad. We will see what it is 

like to live, work and travel to 

various locations and make 

this unit an enjoyable and fun 

topic to study. By conducting 

research, setting student 

challenges, and staff sharing their own 

personal experiences with students, we 

hope to give them a deeper understanding 

of life on foreign soils.   

For additional information on our careers programme, please visit our 

website:  https://www.nightingale.lawnswood.org.uk/careers-and-

preparing-4-adulthood  


